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One of ^^irly concerns (jf iKe Gei>rgu Commission 
for i\k NjMorid! Bjcentennia) Ci?lebrJtJon the la^^k oJ 
mdteridl un Revoluiioritir) Geofgja 4Vdiiablc for use m the 
stdte's pubiK' s^^hools durmg the bicentennial years As a 
resuh. i>ne ot the tir^i pri>)e>-tsot' the CL>niniission \\as the 
prepirath>n i^f a series nf pamphlets on the ^merlvJn 
Resolution in GeojgM jiri^ed spci, ifik^alU at publtc school 
Use ^Viih the vnopcunun of the Ge^'r|i:i Depanment 
tJu^jnon. this project hJ^ he^ome j reai]t> Thtrteen 
pamphlets jrc v^hctlulod to bo puhhshed bet\\een [^^4 
jnd hJ^H 

Our purpose in puhlishmg these pdmphEc^^ i^ in^eson^ 
J ^tOar. vtmvise pt-. ture of Gei>rgi*i\ h^slDf) during these 
ni^poTijnt diivs hope thai oui efforts en>.t^rj&e 
students' interest and add t<> their kn<>\\ ledge Lrr^jeofgia's 
j'.ttsitses diLfing the ^merkjn Re\ufutton 

Kenneth C ^ilemjn 
\h\\ort Readv 
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Njtion.i! BKcnicnniiil Ccicbrahnn 
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Preface and Terminplog> 

The lolio\Mng j brK^f gL^nerjl i-iew of the mjlj- 
acnon v^hi^h took pla^*L^ \\\ colony of 
Cjoorgia durmg the Amerii^an Revolution in this 
avcoiuU thcro jr^.- mentioned ^L^verat terms, cxpres' 
slon^ jnd ndn)e> taniiliar to Georgians of Uie 
reu)lutionitr\ period The^e mj> seem unu^iual to 
the ruentieth-^fntur\ reader Most of the p)ai.e> 
mentioned are fuimlur toda\ as miportant in 
deoriiia but j [e\\ are not ^o ^^eli kno\^ n To aid 
the reader in picking these loeations and in better 
understanding tiie tenn^ u>cd, tht;re follo\^s a hst 
ot iidiiKs jnd Eernis jnd their rnL^anm^s Unlim the 
text there jre ^e\e^Jl mjps u-^ed to illustrate the 
ai^tion and its lOLjtion 




Term 

( ontinental * 
(oiiiiress 



The C ro\Mi 



Lihert\ Bo\ s 



Lovalist 



Menning 

CVntrjl go\ernTnL^nt of the stjtes 
v^hkh v.ere fighting for thejr 
ihdL^penden^e, 

Cjeorge III ^^js King of Engljnd 
during tile Revolution hut the 
term Crorv^n as used here refers 
to ro> dl English authority in \\ 
generji sense 

I-arK supporters of indepen- - 
dcn^,e^\^ho took action jgainst 
British duthorit\ 

Support<;^r ol the ( roun. British ■ 
sympathizer, also cjiivd Ton or 
Rovahst 



Term Meaning ■ 

Ro\alist ^ Same js Lo>ahst 
Tor\ Stime as Lo> jlist 

Whig Same as Pjtnot 

V 



Mihti. 



Pinru>t 



Lo^dt mihtjr> units ^Mthin the 
;.olomes and JKitvs 

Supporter oi the Ai^rujn 
Laiise. also called WR!|, ( onti- 
nen'tal. Re\(^hitK>nar\ 
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Rc\olutioniir\ S.m'ie as Pdtnot 
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Parti 

The Struggle forGeorgiar Introduction' \ ' " 

Dunng tht war ^.all the Amencan Revolution. 
Ceorgjj \vjs the southernmost of the Loionies 
which rebelled agdjnst George 111 and English** 
jLithorilv Manv Georgians were torn between 
i-antjnuing their support for the Crown and joming 
ifhati^ called the Vthig i.ause After some hesi- 
idtrtjn, however. nian> Georgian^ j^jned :tio\olo- . 
nists to "ihe norjh and fought for their mdepen* 
jden^e The struggle m Georgu was learned out for 
more ihan sj\ \cars The storv of that struggle mav 
be considered in several eaMl> studied and under* 
>iood part> the general ^ondHionsm Georgia at 
the outbreak of the w^ir the U'hig offen:itve in 
whichjhe revolutmnanes tried to capture St 
"Augustine m Bnlish Florida, tli'e BriUshoff^.-Tistve 
m uhkh thv Bniish saptorcd Savanhah and Aueuv* 
ta. the hji.kLOunu\ struggle and fmalK there- 
^.apture 01 Savannah and ih^ end of the war of 
revolution 

' 'Since tts English settlement in 1733. Georgia had 
h^vn a f rentier outpost on the fnn^* of perrn^tnent 
tnglisH bcttietnenis L'nti! 1 "63 a^j4 the Trcatv of 
Parrs whieh^gave Fft^rida to the Bnlrsh. ihe land 
south of (ieorgid was always a potential battle- 
ground heiwee^n Fngland and Spam These two 
i,ountries ^ere major opponents jn Etjrope and - 
Amentia In t!)e War of JeVikins Ear. n39^p42. 
Georgia, under the leadership of Jarnes Oglethorpe. 
sUi^eessfulb withstood a Spanish advance The 
halt of that advance, the Battle of Bloody Marsh on 
Si Simons Island m July of. 1 742. marked the 
hcgmning of a long period of pea^e jn Georgia 
After Oglethorpe left Georgia in 1743. for more 
than ten \ears Georgia\ defensive posts wert; 
pracficafl^ ignorett * * 

J : 
W}ien royal authority ^^^fme to Georgia undet 
GovernQf Jo^hn Reynolds m I ^54, jiiention wiis 
given to the colony \ mihtary preparfrdness Fot- 
lowmg the hrjef and unslu^essful term of Gover- 
nor Rey Molds. Gecirgia\ second royal governor. 



Henry Ellis, made significant advances toward the 
rebuilding of colonial fortifications. When Ellis 
left Georgia in 1760. his successor. James Wright, 
found the c-oiony's Tnilitary pTfparedntfss the best 

. It had been in some ume However, he/felt that 
Georgia was endangered by the Indian and Spanish 
threats of the French and Indian War whjch 
touched on the northern and eastern borders of . 
Georgia The 'treaty ending that conflict in 1"^^3 

, spared Wright and his colonists the ^ery real tl^reat 
of attack from the Spanish in Florida or the Freni^h 
in Louisiana With English control of Florida estat>- 
Ushed by the Treaty of Pans of 1 7W. Wnght\ ' 
admmiuralion was for1unatel> free from further 
immediate military concerns It was npt untii 1"^"'^ 
that the possibility of military action arose again 

. Governor Wright's suc(.essful first l'our>earsas 
governor began to be overshadowed by I "'f^5 with 
the rise of revolutionary protest and mcreasing 
opposition from opponents of ro> al authority 
Those issues which were inflammg Uie northern 
' colonies the Sugar Act (1 "^6^). the Stamp Ai.t 
. t PfS?) and the Townshend Duties ( - were 
slower to afiger Georgians than their northern 
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neighbors more anj more Georguns joined . 
the ranks of protesters against the British govem- 
mt.^nt \Micn. jn carh I ""5. Governor Wright lost 
his control over the volomal assembl>. the revo- 
iLitionarJe^gr Whigs began to secure pohcural jnd , 
milJtjr> control Governor \^ right v^as now ur- 
tualK a prisoner \\hig mihtia units formed, 
supplies v^Vre gathered, and eommunicaiJons \^ere 
^ei<tiibhshed v,\\h the Philadelphia meeting of the 
Second ( oniiiiemal Congress -in ^prlL^^^hthe 
ftgluing at Lexington jnd Goni.ord, the hkeiihood 
ol mil]tjr> action \n Georgia appeared i^erlain 

Cit;ori;M v^ds in a ^^Titi^al position as war broke 
out \\hiK' on tlu" northern boundar\ South 
Carolina was firml) T^ommitted to :]re Uhig ^ause. 
riorida to the south prodded a haven for Tones 
M St -Xugustinc the Governor of Fast Florida. 
Pjtrii^k Ton\ n and the military T^ommander 
eiKouraged jnd protected raids mto southern 
fieorgia for food, especialK ^aule John Stuart. 
Brihsh Indian superintendent located at St 
^Ligustu^^ tried to preveiu Whig use of Indians 
in the^r tight wirh the C rov^ii ^ 

VVilh the tiglumg Lmi4erwa> in North neither 
the Britisli nor the C on i mental i^ommanders T.onld 
alturd to devote a great deat ot iUt^fn-EJOn to4he ■ 
South The \\ higs m Cfeot^ia felt the'ir position vvas 

\ ital js Boston Marh(.)r or Fort Tkomieroga but 
.is the hostilines began tiu' battle tor fjeorgia tell 
largely on the sliould^rs o\ (ieorgkin> and their 
southern neiuhbors 



Part II f 
The niiig Offensive. 1776-1778 

\\ iih the beginning lU vvar at LeMngtnn and ( on- 
Lurd. (jeorgLt\ \K hig elenu'nl liasiened plans tor 
the colony's deleiivne ami oHen^i^e aLtini^ jg.iin^( 
llie British Av^orded re<pect for !^js past popu- 
laht> . Ciovernor Wright v^si^ ign^jred in his iuh ke 
(u Jbe V^ing leaders V^hen word reached htm tiui( 



a Brilibh na\al foree v^as hoping to buy provisions 
at Savannah in January . P"'6. Wright appealed to 
:he Whig leaders to.allovv the pur^-hase of some 
n^-e He hoped to a^oid a physual ^-onfrontalion 
lAiih his majesty \ forces The Whigs not only chose 
to Ignore Wnght but pUved him under house arrest, 
preparing to resist all efforts b\ the British :o do 
business in Georgia 

In February . P^^, the expe^^ted British vessels 
arrived at Savannah hoping to pur^^hase provisions 
The British were anxious to se^^ure the n^e on 
SL'veral vessels m the river norjii of the city The 
favl that the V^higs had agreed not to sell g(><xis to 
the British made the purchase impossible Tlu?^ 
result was Georgia^ first battle of the Revolution' 
The Council of Safely . the Whig executi\ e group, 
determined to present any capture of the r^e On 
the night of March 2. Brutsh troops landed on 
Hutvhinson's Isla/id. in the^ ri\er opposite Savannab 
and got on bourd the rue ^essL-ls On Mar^h 3. the 
men sen: by >h^ounul of !safety to prevent the 
taking of fhe vessels weje surprised and ^apture<l 

. by the British The V^higs jrresteti all royai officials 
m the uly v^hen they learned of lhe\apture o( 
their friends Gannon fire from shore fell short of 
the Vessels and efft?rts to burn the tkc wea^ only 

-Pifmailv '^t^^sfut Fourteen or I 5 vessels with 
betv^cen 1 ^TO and 2.000 barrels of rke were tuken 
by tlK' British The prisoners on both sides were 
released and the British lett with the proMsions 
\K ith this rather av^ikv^ard heginning Georgia wjs 
at war witii the C rown- 

' For tile first y^^irsof the Ameneah Revolution. 
CieorgM was out of major ijieafers of j^lion \M)ik; 
Uk' war raged to the nortirin Trenton and Prmee- 
ton Valley Forge .ind Saratoga, (jwrgians de^ 
L ided th:it bast Florida sftouki he ^.aplured \^ hile 
deorgians hoped and a^ketl f or ( ontinental and - 
(\irolina nnlilia support.Mbey v^uulJ. if necessary . 
depend on the if own JevKcs to vapt'ure the Tofies 
and British tmiitary in f lonJa 

. Ihere vv«s j sin.fll British garri^ui at St .\ugus- 
tnU' and I lorida w.a> providing a IraWn tor the 
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Toneb ^ho wcr^^ flt^ejng Gcorgja anJ the Carolinas 
Tfec mk^fL^abing FlonJa population pui a strain on 
fooj bupplios m lhat British colony. Southern 
Georgia seemed the logical sour<.e of Tood B> 
earl> !"'^6, hostile Indian^, BntisK irregulars, Torisi. 
and runaway sla\es, organised' ab Florida Rangers, 
began to harass ^otJthern Georgia, taking cattle 
\^hcn possible tohtjlpTeed St Augustine Florida 
prebcnled >et another problem John Stuart, 
British India^i superintendent, A^orked to keep the 
Indians neutral, hut Georgians saVr'HTb presence at 
St Augustine 'ds a tlueat fb iheir use of Indians 
against the British. These laclors added up to 
C;eor^a\ several altenipis to invade Florida md 
capture St Augiistine. 

ifn the sumnK-r of I ^""6: n.*presentatne*N from 
Georgia met in Ch:iriesEon \Mth General Charles 
Lec. commander o[ the Continental troops in the 
Southern Department, .and secured the promise 
of finan^^ial support and command planning in 
Georgia 

' The ( ontincntal ( ongress m early 1 '^"'f^ recom- 
mended that (ieorgu jlong with Nor|h and South 
( aroljna unjerf jke a jc^nt expOdjtion atX onti- 
nental expense to capture St. Augustine Before 
thh effort i^oultl he earned out. however, hordtjr 
incidents iij/thc area of the Si Marys Ri^er began 
The F'"lohd£i Rangers raidx^l southern Georgia In 
\h\ the (leorgia Gounitl of Salety ordered Captain 
Uilham Mcintosh and Ins troop of horsemen to 
attack the British forts in ihe St Mar>s region and 
drive south all Florida troops in that area 

B> August (jcncral Lcc hatt settled on the idea 
ot breakiilg^ip the British settlements ami planta- 
tions het\veen the St Marys and St Johns ri\crs 
He bi^'heved that his troop strength was not enough 
tu ^.apiurt.' St ,\ugListinc That sanK^ montl^ ( olonel 
La^^hlan .Mtlnlosh, Get^rmaN ContmeiUal Comman- 
der, raulcd in nurthcrn'FkHtda and forced the 
British soutli ot the St M.itys. Lcl^ asked (ieorgia 
leaders if that were not sufficient But (ieorgkiN 
sights were still m St ,\ugustme, and the CuujkiI 



Parted 'w<>!lectmg supplies for an 4Uack. The expe- 
ndition took plaice in September, and bome Amen- 
can troops did get to the Si, Johns', but most got 
no further than Sun bury. None ever made it to 
St. Augustine S^knessof the troops, insuffKienl 
transportation, hot weather, hostilities of the 
Cherokecb against Georgia's upcountry and lack ' 
of i-ooperation between Lee and civilian state ^ 
authorities are considered reasons for the failure 
of this effort - 

The >ear 1 '^'^'^ brought new leaders and renewed 
martial aspirations^ to Georgia With the death of 
Archibald Bulloch, Georgja's President and 
commander-in-chief..Butron Gwmnett became 
the state's President and military leader Gwinnett 
hoped that the new Continental commander in 
the South, General Robert Howe, could be more 
helpful 10 Georgia efforts against Florida. Gw-innett 
and his cquncil were sure that with proper help - 
from Ho^^e St Augustme Lould be captured Howe, 
however, refused to ^end troops except for a single 
battalion which he sent to Sunbury Gwinnett 
thought Howe did not hke the idea of working 
with k^jvilians State planning went on despite the 
lack of Contmenta! support 

The (whances for su^^cess against the British were 
Jurther reduced by the fact that Gwinnett^and 
LaclUan Mcintosh failed to cooperate The two 
men tell into dispute when George Mcintosh, 
brother of Lachtan, was arrested and accused df 
aiding the British. By the time there was any 
cooperation the British at St Augustine knew of 
Georgia's plans In Apn! when the troops set out, 
the dispute between the President and the military 
A'jder Hared up again On the advjk.^ of the 
Counk^il of Safety , both Gwmnett and Mcintosh 
returned to Sa^ an n^h leaving Colonel Samuel 
Flbert tu command Elbert and ^he Continental 
troops proceeded b> boat via the inland passage, 
and a group of mounted militia went overljind 
When the two torji,es failed to meet on the St 
Johns River ^is planned, Hlbert tle^^ided to abandon 
the effort and return to S,ivannali where the JorLC 



* 

arrived jn ihc middle of Juno 

Bv 1778. Georgians hjd comt; lo cxpcci an 
jnnuji jssd-ult on St Augusl,mc jnd plans were 
made forjust thai The raids of the Flonda Rang^Es 
were now as near Savannah as the Altamaha River 
and spies uere reported m the eily itself. In view 
of these, developments and the imsiiccessfiil assauhb 
on the sotith. the \Mug government authorized 
"roving (commissions." or anyone who could raise 
as man> hileen mert. lo plunder Florida L'nder 
these conditions John Houston, now Governor, 
prepared lo kMd the third effort against the 
^Britishan Flor^ida Again tiiere wa^ to be a com- 
bined fori.e. ivval and land. Georgia and Conti- 
nental This time the troops reached the St Marys 
R{\ch but jealoiJsv amonjj: the commanders and 
lack of prof^erjeadership conhnucd to plague the 
attackers Tiie eUort bogged down m the heat of 
the* swamps of southern Georgia.jiiovmg briefly 
*inEo Florida but never to St Augustme. A force 
numbermg 2.000 and consisting of Georgia and 
Carolina C'o^ntinentaK under General Howe. k, 
Oorgia milit;^ under Governor Houstoik South 
C jrohna nuhlia under ColOnel Andrew Wilhamsibn 
and naval units under Commodore Oliver Bowen 
failed in the face of the old problem of drvided 
eommand The abundance of commanders con* 
fused the effoTl to the point that by July. Hf>we 
anti the ContmeiiEdls left the expedition at the 
St. Marvs jnd retijn\^^d north Without tins support 
other leaders refused to follow Ehe Governor 
further and the expedition ended 

Part HI 

The British Offensive 

in the nndtJIe of November of 1 778, news - 
reached Georgia ilut. British war plans called for 
an invasion in the south Given the choice of 
jttaelcmg Georgia or South Carolina, the British 
liei. ided to hit Georgia first, movuiij: on toward 
Cliarleston The British believed that once 



Savannah and Charleston were restored to royal 
authonty and the old forms of government were 
reestablished, there would be a rush back to the 
Tory side by Americans, On the strength of this * 
belief and because of Burgoyne's surrender at 
Saratoga m t 777. the theater of operations in 
the south became much more active m late 1 778. 

The attack on Georgia was to consist of forces 
p from Florida capturing the southern coastal area 
and then joining a seaborne expedition from New 
York at Savannah British forces under Lieutenant 
Colonel L V Fuserlnarched overland mlo Geor* 
gia in mid-November Fuser's forces, lipon reach- 
ing Sunbury. confronted Lieutenant Colonel John 
Mcintosh, commander of Georgia forces at Fort 
Morns, who. when ordered by Fuser to surrender, 
replied. ^;COME AND TAKE il " Fuser. discover- 
ing that expected British reinforcements under 
Lieutenant Colonel James Mark PrevOSE had not 
arrived, declined Mcintosh's invitation and re* 
turned to Florida Prevost reached Midway, only 
a few miles from Sunbury. where he destroyed the 
meeting house before returning to St. Augustine 
ThuSt the anticipated cooperation of these two 
expeditions had not materialized* and none of 
Georgia was \\\ British hands as ^ result 

After several false starts caused by bad saihng 
weather, the force from New York reached Savan* 
nah in December It consisted of 2.000 to 4.000 
men under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Archibald Campbell The troops included portions 
of thi: "^Kt Scottish Regiment. New York loyal- 
ists. Hessians and a detachment of royal artillery. 

The city of Savannah lay b^^fore Ehe British ill 
defended General Robert Howe of the Continental 
army, with a force of less than t .000 was m charge 
of defenses as the British arrived. Howe's strength 
suffered not only from a lack of sufficient men but 
also from a lack of cooperation from state civil 
headers 'ind the head of the Georgu militia* Colonel 
Ctcorgc Walton Natural defenses of lowlands and 
swamps surrounded the i.ity, but an unguarded 



Tht? Georgia front yvdh relatively quiet during the 
^ summer of 1779, biit in the fall tire. Whigs initiated 
' an assault on Sav^innah* hoping to return the city 
to the American side. With the entriy ^firance'into 
the war on the side of the Americans, Eh^re was . 
Jmportant naval support available. Charles-Henru - 
Comte d'Ebtaing: Vice Admiral of the French navy, 
had come to American waters and had been operat- 
ing in the West Indies. 

Governor Jo)Hi^ut ledge of South Carolina asked 
for d'Estaing% aid in the recapture (jf Georgia from 
the British. Earl> in September of 1^79. the French 
off|a?r ap'pcarcd unannounced off Savannah with a 
neePBttd about 4.000 troops. GeneraLLincoln 
K^^olfected Continental troops and mihtia in Georgia 
and South Carolnia D'Ebtaing denuinded the ■ - 
surrender of Savdnnah whereupon General Auguis- 
tuie Prevo^t. inilitar> commandt^r of British fori^cs 
in the tit> . begged fqr time to t-onsi^er. The Einle V 
granted^ b> d'Estaing waN sufficient to allow for 
British reinf^?rCemcnt^ to arrive under Colonel Jotin 
Maitland--and bolster tfie city\ defense". Lincoln 
appeared about the ^lume time as Maitl jid and the 
French and Americans attacked OLtolier 9 The 
.dtt^jck failed with an allied Iqs^ of m??fe than 800 
casualties. A httic more than a Week later the \icge 
wa^ abaiidont'd and d'E^taing d^'partedTor Fra'ncc. 
The lit tack of Oc toller ^ w^dN a gallant effort which 
L0^t^he life ofPohNh Count Ca^lnllr P^*lt^^|^ light- 
ing'i^^r American liberty The Brnkh lo^tWwer 
thfln'COO yic^ General Lincoln nturned to'South 
Carcjfcna in an.tinsucccssful effort to shore up the 
defcn^cs of that jevolutiojidr> stronghold 

OTtle^more Georgia had suffered from a lack of 
' cooperation between i^ajnimdiulcrs wliO, wcri; 
attempiing to overcome the British. D'Estamg be- 
lieved himself to be superior m ii^ihtary niaHcrs 
to his American allii'^nit as a result tended to go 
It alone Hisdela> ifi storming the cHy and the 
lack ot cooperation between the French and 
Ainericaiis allowed Colonel Maitknid to enter 
Sav^tnuh The surprise arrival of d4\taing did nut 
give t!ie Americans tunc to prepare pr4)pcr ^upporl 



for his effdrts,,an3 th^ subsequent failures to plan 
together made the rescue of Savannah impossible. 



With the capture-of Charleston and Lincoln's 
entire ~army on May I 2. n80. the WJiig cause in 
the Sou^h reached its low^est ebb. Augusta^as soon 
in British hands British power was strongest 

* ' around Savannah, but there were in Georgia two ^ 
areas of significant resistance to royal control. 
Whigs around Midway/lemgnstrated cbntinlied 
opposition to British authorit> . and Georgia's 

^ greatest Whig strength remaint^ in the baekcountr>. 
With a state government too weak to aid to the 
military . the oVgamzation and support of Georgia^ 
backcountry fight mg men wa^^ mostly u^ to local x 
commanders. Occasionalt> the irregular stale- 
government aided m forming local units of militia 
"ahcFstatc troops These umts were used in coopera- 
tion with Continentals. Groups ofmililia did 
frontier guard dut> and joined with Continentals 
against tTie British The c hief.problem f^gr these 

fighting men was the lack of supply and pa> . ^ 

^ * I 

' A major soun,e ofWhi^: military support Lame 
. from the'triihtiamen whojemamcd m the field for 
months Wlule individuals among this group 
demonstrated great valor, the regular Continental 
forcCs^LOuld never be "^lue of the size and depend- 
ability of such forces In (Jie backcountry there 
was another potential source of aid for the Whigst 
the Indians Altlidugh tlierc were efforts thruugh- 
ouphe *^ar to enlist the support of thr Indians on 
>rte Whig Side, the results were dKappointing Tlip 
Whigs had fittle to offer the Indians in the wa> of 

^ pay The British cxpenence n^i deahngwith the 
Indians phK their abilit> to supply Indran pl;cscnt^ 
^ct^ed the Tory side well nvthe competition tor 
Indian support 

"After tile Britis|l rcuccLipation of Augusta m 
Mii> . I 780. Tory Colonel Thomas Brown WJ^^ 
p\en command of Hie city! He look a lieavy toll, 
of vengeance against the Whigs wholiad early in 
the war tarred and leathered himTOr lus lOyalty 
to the Crown. Brown launcheil an extensive 



Tht? Ceorgid front .was relatively qutet during Ihe 
^ sujnmer of 1779, but in the fall tWWhigs jnitiajed 
* an assault on Savynnah* hoping to return the city 
to the American side. With the entriy ffi£rance"into 
the war on the side of the Americans, thfcre' was ^ 
important naval support available. Charles-Henri, 
Comte d'Estamg: Vice Admiral of the French navy, 
had come to American waters and had been operat- 
ing m the West Indies. ^ 

Governor Jo)in ^utlcdge of South Cdrolina asked 
for d'Estamg'b aid in the recapture of Georgia from 
the British. Early in September of 1^79, ttie French 
offi^r ap'peared unannounced off Savannah with a 
lleeirend abe)Ut 4,000 troops. General, Lincoln 
la^^ollected Continental troops and militia m Georgia 
and South Carolina. D'Estaing demanded the - - 
surrender of Savannah whereupon General Augus- 
tuie Prcvost. military commander of British fori^es ' 
in tfjc uiy. begged fqr timt.* to (.onsiLjer, The ttrfiv^/ 
granted by d'Fstamg was sufficient to allow for 
British reiiifswccments to arnvc* uncler Colonel John 
Mailland>and bolster the city\^defenst.^. Lincoln 
appeared about Ihe^ame time as Maiti ,nd and the 
French and AmerKans attacked Ot^tober 9 The 
.attack failed with an jllik;d loss of m^e than 800 
t.asuahjes. A little more than a wei-k later tht; siege 
wasobaiiJonyd and d'tstaing di^'parted.for Fr.tn^.e 
The attack of Octot^er 9 w^as a gallant effort which 
t-Ost^hc life of Polish Count Casmur Pulask^ fight- 
ing^"it>r Ameraan liberty The British lost W^cr 
th«jrOOO ijic^ General LinLoln i\turned lo'South 
Car<4ina in an^tinsULLessful effort to shore up the 
defenses of that xevt)lutionary stronghold 

OrfLcmore Georgia had suffered Iroin a lack of 
uooperatKJii between c'c!ninKinders wli0_ v^eru ^ 
Litiempttng to overcome ihe British. DT-stamg he- 
lievL-d Ininsetf to be superior m military m;mc-n> 
to his Amerit^aii iillieUfnd as a result tended to go 
It alone His delay iji storming the city arfd the 
lat^k^ol LOt)peralit)ii between the French and 
Amcrit^aiis allov^ed Colon^l Maitland to enter 
Savannah 'The surprise arrival of d'F.stjm^ did not 
give the Americans time tu prc|>iire proper support 



for his efforts, ,an9 the subsequent failures to plan 
together made the resLue of Savannah impossible. 

r 

With the^capture-of Charleston and Lincoln's 
entire'army on May 11 J 780, the \Vhig cause in 
the Soiijh reached its lowest ebb Augnsti^was soon 
in British hands British power was strongest 

■ around Savannah, but there were in Georgia two ^ 
areas of significant resistance to royal controK 
Whigs around Midway/Jemonstrated continued 
opposition to British authority, and Georgia's 

^ greatest Whig strength remarn^d in the back^ountr> 
With a state government too weak to aid to the 
niihtar> . the cftganization and support of Georgia's 
backcountry fighting men wli^ mostly to local 
commanders. Occasionally the irregular state 
government aided in fonrung local units of militu 

- ^ahtf state troops These units were used in coopera- 
tion with Coutinentalh. Groups ofmihtia did 
frontier guard dut> and joined with Continentals 
against tlie British The v.hief, problem f^gr these 
fighting men was the laLk of supply and pa>.^ 

A major source of Whig military support came 
. from thc'tiRihtiamen \^ho remained in the field for 
inontl^ While individuals among this group 
demonstrated great \alor. the regular Continental 
forccs-LOUld never be ^lire of the size and depend- 
ability of such forces In tjie backcountry there 
\^as another potential sourt^e of aid for the W"higb< 
the Indians Although there were efforts througii- 
oirptlie 4^ar to enlist the support of the Indians on 
>Jfe Wing side, the result^^ were disappointing Th^e 
Whigs had little to offer the hidians in the wa> of 
pay The British experience irt dealing u^ith the 
Indians plus their ability to supply Indran presents 
scijjed the Tory ^de \^ell m-thc* compctLlion lur 
Indian support. 

^After the Bntisji reoccupation of Augusta in 
Miiy. 1 780. tory Colonel Thomas Brown w^ts 
given command of Hie city." He tt>ok a Iicav> toll 
of vengeance against the Whigs wholiad early in 
the war tarred and feathered hmiTO^Ins lo>alt> 
to the Oown Brown launched an extensive 



Coitrresj Ccorgta kcA/icj. Ht Stoned CoUecitoifs of Oeorgia. by George Whtte. p ^4! 




campaign to riJ the <.ountr>' arourul Au^^uslj t^t 
Whigs So MK^.o^^t'ul ucfc !us offorts thiil nun\\ 
Hcd mto the mountitins <W\Mstvrn Tcnncsst.\' lor 
safct> Ajiiung thosL- svho djJ not cs^^jpc vajs 
( oloiH'l Jolm I)ot>K who m tlK- sujujikt w.w 
HUirtkTL'J in To^Jo^ Trutliljon has il thjl tlic 
murd^.Tcrs ol DooK MiffoR'il tlK^ uralh ut CjVi>J- 



An^orJint! to IraJition, ^o^n after kiNint! I)t)t^i\ . 
flvA>l Ilk' Tonc^ (.aiiK' upoji i-ahin o| NaiK> 
Hiirt. in the u llJ^ ol Wjlkus ( oLint> . aiid de- 
riK^Kk'd ltH>i| Whjlo the Tory jiiicsts enlivened' 
themselves \vjth \\fuskM. N^ntv sent out \fcord 

■v. - 
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of the Tory visitors hy her dau^Uer to tiie nearh> 
Whjgs Taking advantage of their inattejiitKMK 
N:iin. V slipped their ginu oirt ot a ^ravk in the 
Lahni B> *the time tlie> dl^^wOve^ed her a*.tJ0iK tlie 
Tori^ loimd tliein selves hn. iiig the barrel o{ a ^uJi* 
he[*.irhy their hostes^ I\vo ut \lw men died h> !ier 
iiaiKl before the Whirls arrived tn ^^apliire the re- 
mamint; three ;ind h.ing thein 

In the lale nion th^ <>l I "'XO tlie Whigs regrouped 
MJllKiently It) atlenipl \o lake Augusta Iroin the 
British A ScptemlxT att«kk tailed reMdting. a^^^ord- 
Jiig to ifjditioil, in the exeention^b) Thc^mas Brown 
i)l several prisoners h\ hanging thein Ironi the 
stairway o\ tfie Mu'wkay Ihnise ■ 




PartV ^ ^ 

Savannah Regained. 1731-1782 - 

With the Whig threat in the upcountr>' and the 
irrilations to thg south of Savnnah. Governor 
James Wright'was insecure in his position. He felt 
thiit to Ignore tfie fronUer wds to Submit to Whig 
recupturc of Augusta j"»d tncntuath to their re- 
capture of the city^of Sjvdniijh Wnglit had 
depi^nded on the strength of the British forLes_jn 
the Caroht^us an^PGeorgLj under Lord Ccllwalhs 
during 1 780. hut thai coi7i'iftandeF^'<;h Georgia to 
he ofiittlc iniportanee in 4iliipv?rall British stra* 
teg> in the South Wnghtkared that the re^noviil - 
of Corn\^allis* fories ii|t^ North Carolina v^otdd 
insure the revival oi WKig threats in Georgia and 
South Carolina British Uoqps ui Georgia, who 
had mov^d into the C arolnu^ with the capture ol 
CiuiHeston m 1^80. ire^er returned Jo Georgia ^ 
Cornwail4s. dt^ile Wi;^ht"s protests, nio^ed into 
Nortit Carolina in the fill of 

B> the spring of 4^^!. Wnghi s fears were rea- 
ii/,ed as- General Na^lianael Greene, latest eoni- 
n^ander of the Connnental -Army's Southern 
Department, began p^ans to lake the offensive ;n 
Geqrgiy und the C:iPolinas As a part oMhis effort 
Augusta, in Jiiae. 1 78h. fell to a mixed foree of 
Georgia iind South Carolina mihtia conmianded 
by Colonels Fhjah Clarke^and Mieajah Wiiljamson 
ii^ded'bv Continental troops luulcr CJ^^eral Andrew 
hekens and Lieutenant ColonelTlenry Lee 
Throughout Ma> and June British po^ts m up- 
eountry Georgia :tnd South Carolma surrendered 
to the Whigs The fight in tlK^ backeouiUry was 
not over', but it was clear that the revival of Wjim 
spirits and the sigi^^ficant s^ipport of Cireene\ 
efforts Were turning tlie Ude of that region and 
that ^eeapture of Sifvanjuil) w^^s in the plans ot 
the patriots 
t 

As-liic Wh'^g^ pressed toward Augusta and 
Savannah from tlieir Irdnti'er retreats/more anj 
niore VoVies. Heemg the advance, sought safety 
ni Suvannaii and the immediate are;i- addinj! 



^ grt^tty to Wright's burden there. While the 
Govertjor did attempt to make use of these royal 

^ supporters in militia units.'he was still in serious . 
' need of regutaiLU;oop support in view of what 
appeared t^ b'M^iJPvitable attack by the Whigs. 
Apparent)) the^^t^ommand re^ldd \Vright\ 
ptfglit biit-(,oLitd do little to help him. and b> the 
en J of, 1 78 1", tile British i^ommander at Charleston 
\\as wiiime to authorize British withdrawal from 
Georgu jf the lo^^al Commander there felt the 
situation was indefensible 

The fate of S^j^annah as well as that of the British 
' position in America hinged on the defeat of Corn*^ 
waMis at Yorktown. Virginia, m October, t "'8 1 \^ ah 
that American victor> new attention was given ^o 
the Contmental position in Hie deep South While 
(jreene as southern conunander had se^^urcd the 
backeoLintry in the C arohnas and m Georiiia, he 
could hope to recapture the major cities of Chailes- 
ton and Savannah onK with proper reinforcemelits 
Some reinforcements came m January 1 ^?>J, when 
Brigadier General Anthony Wayne's troops were 
yent to Georgia to help reestablish AmeriLan author- 
ity Witii the news of this troop n^ovemem the 
British at Clurieston sent 200 troops to Sa^iiimah. 
bnngmg the forte there to KOOO to fate Wayne's 

If \Va> ne wa^ latkmg in troop strength, he was 
not m tourage and deternunjtion With J force 
half the ^l^e of that of the Savannah defenders. 
Wa> ne attacked, pushing to withn\a Jew nn!e^ ot 
the eif^ 'by Febr^iary ol I78J Sensing, no doubt, 
the impending MLtor> . the (ieorgia W'hi^ militia 
■ joined AVa> ne\ forces m increasing numbers^ Tt> 
LOunterhalaiKc this, however. South C arolmii state 
troops who came with Wayhe soon left, ihcir 
eniistinenis expired, a proi>lem that had plajiued 
Contmentai forX'cs all during the conflict Knowuii; 
the uncertainty o( Wjvne's itroop strength, the 
British commander in South ( aroiina ielt no 
immediate threat to^Sa^annah^ but he failed to 
rcLkon with the ( t^nimental general's deJernuna- 
tion and ilu^ ^ur^:e of i>.itru^tiMn in C^eorjiia 



In late Febniary Georgjj Whi^^ le^Klcrs^appealcJ 
to the Hessians, profcssjonal German soldiers \n - * 
British scrvjcc. lo Jcsert Their long duty in the 
jreu together with tUe influerKc on them from 
Whigs in the German coin m unity of Ebtne2er'' 
helpechiiake thti effort a success- The German 
Jeser^wti h^steiieJ Minilar actions by other fair- 
weather loyalists and soon Waync\ V.amp was 
overrun wilh loyalists volunteering for dut> agamslN 

l^e C^rown Through the spnng of I 782. the Wlng^^ 
did little hut pin tlic British down in Savannjh The 
iTievitability of the situation prompted British - 
mihtary cominandcrs^to propose to Gent^al Greene 

^i^^id lo hostilities The ottvr was refused 

Ik 

^^^K 1 sd^ an important change in the 
sitiilTOn m Georgia A new BrJtisli commander 

'tor North Ameriea. Sir Guy CarlctoiK decided to 
witlidr^iw Bntisti troops from Savannah Governor 
Wright protested tha't witli only a small reinforee- 
meat the coIorv could bt- retained His appesils f^jl 
an deal ears- and the withdrawal from Savannah 
hegj.n ' ^ 

* ' ' ' . 

In the s^amd week ot JV)>. 1 the last of the 
Br^tisli troops ^js otit ol the cjt> and the Whi^s 
were taking position under Lieutenant Golone) / 
JjiiK^s J,ickson of tile Georgia troops Scattered Tory 
elements remained until the ernJ of the month 
U^^tore their rcmuvjl to St Augustine, but the Whig 
forces then rep^itruted the (.ity Tiie Wiug st^ite 
government v^as hack in operation in Savjnnali two 
days after tiK Brijish left f ighting had now ended 
in (ieorgia 

In ApriL I '^X?^ the Gontiiienlal C,oiigress decreed 
the suspension ot ho«iihtK's and the deiiiohih/jtion 
oi the army While llieBntisli remained in Last 
Florida, ihere w,is j [car thai eonucts between lor- 
iiicr Georgia loyalists and Britisli sympathizers 
there might result in invasion These fears were 
. never realized, huwever, and the session ol' |-ast 
Florida to Spam in 1783-85 ended that particular 
military concern lor tlie state The fighting for . 
inclependence \i\ C/eorgia IkkI ended 



Pan VI 

Comments on Sources 

The study of the American Revolution in Georgia 
may be continued in several ways. Research into a 
^particular event m^y lead the student into original 
materials in the form of manuscripts or the printet} 
editions of ecrlain official records which aje 
generally available in school and public libranes 
Good histories of Georgia during the Revolutionary 
period are fortunately availablerjn several forms, 
^and there are more to come as part of the publica- 
tion program of the state's Bicentennial Commis- 
sion. Beyond the prmted page orjwi;uten manuscript 
there'are several interesting possibilities for students 
who Want to "get back into the past.'' The com- 
ments which follow stiould\erve as a sample of the 
materials available m the above mentioned forms. 
Hopefully they will lead students along the path of 
history and fo a fuller understanding of the events 
and meanings of the American Revolution in 
Georgia. ^ 

The military history of the Revolution in Georgia 
IS closely tied to. and involved m. the political 
history of that period Georgians are fortunate that 
our colonial- r^xords dre available in a printed^ edited 
form The i<ftontal Rvi Qrd\ oj the State r/j Gcori^a 
m volumes was printed m Atlanta in the ^arly 
years of the twentieth eentury and has recently been 
repnnted- Volumes 27-39, long unpublished, were 
availjble only in manuslnpt form but now as a part 
of l^^^e Bicentennial Program effort they will be 
published The Rexohtnofiarx *Ri\ f}nh f/}jhc State 
of Oeor^ia. pubhshed m l^>0>^ m three volumes, is 
of course u basic primary soitrce 

The'dcor^ut Ilistontal Quurterh . publiea^tion 
of the Cieorgia Historical Society. I\as offered from 
tinie lo tinie printed versions of some of the impor* 
tajit documents of the rt^soluiionary era such as 
"The ProciTcdings and Minutes of the Governor and 
Goiincil of Georgia. October 4, f 774. through 
Noveinher 7. 1775, and September^. 177*^ 
■ through Sc^ptember 20. I7«0;' tn vofumes XXXIV 
and XXXV nO50-lV5l) Manuscript records from 




the penod of the rebcJIjon are available in several 
locatjons in tfie stiite. Some of the most important 
documents are to be found in the State ArchiveS'in 
Atlanta, and ui Athens the University's special _ 
(toliections jnciude several important pepsonal col* 
lections from that period Hodgsurn HalK home of 
the Georgid Historical Societv. m Sav<inna^. a!so 
houses important niateriak on the period. Outside, 
the state the Manuscripts DiMsjon of the Ljbrar\ 
of Congress in Washmgton contains vaUubk* 
information about Revofutionar) Georgia as does 
the NaUonal Arehjvvs and several oUier university 
collections, notably Duke Univer^itv and the 
Univer^^ity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Histories ot Georgia foi.us or^ l!te Reso- 

lution were being written \s.nhm a few >ears of 
"the end of the eu^'nl. but some ofthe most \al- \ 
uable and fortunateK most readilv available works 
have been written withm the past half i.entur> 
Probably ihe best starting place for a study of the 
Revolution is Kenneth Colenian\ The {mcruan 
Re\f>lui{nn in (h'or^ia Coleman's >tud> begms 
wMth the colonial sjtuationjn 1 7^3 jnd carries the 
sloj> he> one) the end of the Revokaion jnd into 
the period of the adofjtion of the Federal Consti- ' 
Eiujon in The book follows the rise ofdis- 

content in the ccjionv , miiitar\ . political, sot-ial 
and economic e\'enls mto the Revolution and. 
tljrough Us conclusion and offers interpretations 
as vvell as fjctual details about the entire period 
C^otemun's hibhograph> prgvult^ a readily avail- 
able detailed list of sources for kirther consKi- 
eralion ^ 



students may find it interesting and informative to 
fook for themselves at the location of Georgia's 
Revolutionary struggle Savannah fs. of course, a 
fine place to start and within the past few years 
the cit> has done muvti to recapture the charm of 
the colonial period. Markers and monuments per- 
taining \o the Revolutionary period abound and in 
the older parts of town the visitor can easily 
transported back mto the period'of S^fvannah's 
famous seige South of Savannah old Sunburv and 
Midway jje centers aroj^nd which war-time 
strugglestobk place Midv^ay Church and Fort 
Mqrris are sites of interest The region arjoimd 
Augusta and mto the backcounlr> proudes several 
sites of importance to the storv of Georgia m the 
Revolution Jn Augusta the Mackay HouSe is one 
' of the proudest possessions of the Georgia Depart- 
• ment of Natural Resources The legend of Thomas 
' Brown s execution of Wh/gs savs that from the 
back stair of this house the Tory hapged several 
of the Georgia patnols 

The yeorgia Department of Natural Resources, 
togettier^nh other state ag'encies, the Georgia 
Hisioneal Society and the fine hbraries of the 
University of Georgia and Emory University pro- 
vidcf^tUormation and glimpses of the past from 
whkh Georgians may build a better understanding 
of tiie events that took place in tho.se years between 
I '^75 and 1 783 Georgian^* are fortunate in the 
wealth of their historical resources <ind the private 
and public agencies which promote theMudy of 
the resources 



A few nuhtiry events m the Revolution in 
Georgia have received special attention One sucii 
event was the attempt tojrecaplure Savannah 
from the British in 17'7Q Alexander A LawrenceN 
Sutnu Owr Sowfiftah is a we!l documetited account 
oi that unsuccessful attempt Other speoJiiJ^pi- 
sodc^s have hccn covered m articles irvtTie (icofifui 
H{\f<}mal QuarWrh 



Once the written stones luive l>cen read, many 
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The purpose of this Teacher's Guide is'to help you make better use of the pamphlet. Retolutiunar:^ 
* Georgia The Stilitdry Hhtory . }^''6-l^'i2 Behavioti^^hoectives. topics, teaching strategics, activities, 
questions and reboufLes will be described. However, o^^ou the teacher can make the teachmg effective- 
The suggestJor\s m this Teacher's Guide are not meant to descnbe the only wa> lo t^ach about Revolu- 
tioiury Georgia You should create replacement or supplemental a):tivities for >our particular students. ^ 



Behavioral Objectives ^ ' ^ 

I Each student will malch the terms d*?scribed at the beginning of the pamphle4 with their meanings 

Z Each student will be able to describe major mi!itar> events after participating in makmg and 
stud> ing a timeline 'of events, ^ ^ 

3 E jch student will demonstrate an understand tng of the various political positions by wntmg a short 
^ e'sa> descnbfng whether he w^ould have chosen to be^ Loyalist. Whig or have remained neutral if 

he or sVie had lived in America during the Revolution 

4 Each student, usin'f the pjmphlet. will list at least six reasons why Whig attempts to invade Florida 
failed . ^ . 

5 Ea^.h student will des^-nbc ieuhcr m wrning or orally) the thret? powerful for^^es among the Whigs 
which fragmented their leadership, 

h EJc^ student w ill do one jL'tun>'*of his or her (.hui^-e listed under tht se^-tion on depth opportunities 

Vou mj> want to supplem(>nt these with skill or jffcLtne objt?(.tives of > our own m order to meet the 
needs of your students ^ . ' * 

♦ ^ 

Suggested Topics , , - 

Rather tfun teaching about Revolutionary Georgia m the typicaL chronological fjshion. this Teacher's 
Guide Will be designed to use the pamphlet like a resource book rather than as a novel A^-tJviIics will be 
described In order to perform these autuiUes. studenisVill have to use Re\t*Uiitonar\ Georgia The 
Mill far \ llisUirx however, it w not ne^csst^ry fur eveft desirable) for them Co read the pamphl^;! straight 
througl) from pilge one to the end ~" 

* ft 

Suggested Activities ^ ^ * 

I h IS ne(.essdr\ for the students to have some feelfng for the ''big picture/' If yourVlass has not 
studied the AmerKjn RevQkuion as a whole. >ou should provide some background so they have an 
0\cr\iew in whiLh to f^fa^^e the military history of our state durmg the era of the Revolution One 
eX(,ellent resource W the Amcrkan HvrUanc Hnok of the ReCnlutinn 

YoLi ina> want t<i usi' a Kodak Instarnaln. camera, flaslKuhe^ and slide film 'to take (^lurcs of some of 
the i!!ustr*i turns ui this book. The resuUin(i slides tould thei^ be used tu an-ompany a bflef lecture An ^ 
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alternative to the slides ^^outd be to use the opaque projector, however,' this would interrupt the flow of 
>our presentation. Another attemative ^^ould &e to sho\^ a filmstnp which covers events leading to the * 
Revolution and the wa^utself (A list of fiimstrips is include^ in the bibliography,)* 

2. In the above presentation >ou should be sure to introduce the lemis descnbed by Dr^ Gun at the 
beginning of the p^amphlet In addition*'>ou can make and distribute copies of the following puzzle 
to aid students in learning the temis Or, this puzzle can be used as a le^t to evaluate the students^ 
^ understanding of the terms.* 

3 You Vdx\ point out to the students that Dr. Curr refers to the ''President" of Georgia and ask them 
how Georgia could have a President 

4. Place students in groups of 3 to 4 Have each group make a timeline for the jears 1 776-1783. The 
timeline should shou the major militar> events m Georgia during the Revolution ^ 

- 5 Ask students to pretend the> are citizens of Georgia in 1776 They must make a decision about h 
their commitment in the American rebellion - ' , 

Tfiey could choose to be a Loyahst and supporter of the Kirtg. ^ 

They tould choose to be a "patriot" and take up arms against the forces of the Crown 

The> LOiild Lhoose not to choose Man> colonists (perhaps as mahy as h3) did nJt take sides 
m the Revolution 

In order to pool their ideaSn students should be placed in-smal! groups Their task is to list the advantages 
and disadvantages* of ea^h of the three s-hoiLes Tht;n, independently, eacb student is to write a one-page 
essay discussing which choice he or she would personally make 

< 

This can be followed b> general ^-lass discussion of wh> students* mada the chxiii:es> they di^^mally, you 
ma> want to ask some of the following questions % ( 

i I } Wh> do you suppose some people Lhos>e the Britis>h side while others chos? the Amencan side'' What 
makes people, in similar situations, make different choices'' 

\2) The following people'^made different dtcisions * 



Noie lo Teacher , ' ^ 

With the adaption i>f the DctldUtiun oi tndcpendcnk,e British tontrul technKjIly ended The United Siaies came jnlo 
existence with j w^ak tcntrdi government in Phe Cunhfienlal Congress Central diteciion oi^iht war effort aad foreign 
affairs were under ihe ^-untrol ^1 the CungresSn but tooperation with jhe central governmeni jn domestic affajfs was a 
decision of individiiaj slates * , . 
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r Cjtjzcn Arni> iMihtJj) 

First pjrl of Ifu- name of the governing body, nkknanie of the ^.olonJdis iContjrientaiJ 
Anyone in favor of the RevoliUion i Revolutioriar> ) 
Ariother iiariie for a colonisl who supported tlic Revoluhori^Whi^) ^ . 
Sei^ond part of tlic njjne of Uie governiiig bodv , name ot today \ legislative branch i Congress I 
Supporter of Ro>al4y ^Royah^l) v 



DOWN 

2 Supporter ol AinerKaJi independeiKv, today . ^omeo^H■ who ^ove^ his i^ounfry i Patriot ) 

4 AmerieJD'born supporter of the Crown i Loyabst) 

5 Term refcrruiii to Royal IjiglisJi authority (Crown) 

H Hnghsb-born person, livui^i tn Anierka and j supportt,^ of the Crown (Tory) 
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George Johnson was a merchant. Since there were very few finished products made m America, 
he relied on selling products he bought from England. George decided to ht a Loyalist to save^ 
^ his business. Was this a good decision? - / 

Wiiiiam Smith \^as a lawyer He believed in libert>. independtn^^e and self-government, He chose 
to be a patriot - Was ffw^a good dettston? \ 

Angus McDonald \^as 'a frontier farmer The government didn't mean much to him. Whoever won 
"the wa*" would charge him taxes and spend the mone> on the citie* Angus didn't care who won . 
he wasn't going to fight for eKher side Was this a good decision for Angus^ 

Why did these men make different choices'^ 

6 In n76H and 5778 Georgi(J Whigs attempted xo invade Florida and capture its capital. St. 
August me. These attempts all failed Students should be divided mto small groups. Their task JS to 
read the portiotis of the pamphlet which describe th<;se attempted invasions and make a list of the 
reasons the invasions fjiled Upon completion, ea^ii group ^an share Us findings ^nd a master list c^n 
be put on the board Then the students should be asked What (conclusions ^, an draw about the 
organization of the ffevolutionary forces m Georgia'^ ^ 

7 There were three groups jt tempting to control Whig nuhtarj^ actions m Georgia. 

The pontrnenfal army commanders such as Charles Lee. Robert Howe. Benjamin Lincoln. 
Nathanael Green and Anthony Wayne '* 

' Georgia milrtia commanders suJfas.William Mcintosh. Lavhi^tn Mcintosh. Samuel Elbert and 
George Walton 

Civilian government leaders such as Button Gwinnett and John Houston 

Ask students'to skim through the pamphlet and list o^^Lasions when two or three of these groups failed 
to cooperate and what was the result of the Ij^k of ^Looperatigp This (.an be followed with a teacher-led 
discussion ' ^ - 

8. Give students an outline map of Georgia- including <_ounty d^visioift. Ask students to color in all 
counties named after men mentioned m thepamphlet. 

0. Give students the following suggestions for depth opportunities 

Create a recruiting poster to entice people to enlist for one of the opposmg military groups, 

Take some revolutionary VvCnt fsuch as the capture of Savannah by the British) and draw t wo 
political cartooii>. one from the Whig point of yiew and one from the Loyalist point of view. 

Make an oral or written report on any individual mentioned m the pamphlet 



Make a report on any county named after a Revolutionary figure, ^ 

wkfc a three-page report describing either the poSiticaK social or economic results of the 
Amencan Revolution, -* 

Research the weapons or life of the mihtary men during the Revolution and make an oral report 
to the class- fif an oral report is done on weapons, it should be accompanied by illustrations,) 

Make a large chart on poster board showing th^ periods of time (in months) that Georgia was 
controlled by the Whigs and by the British. . j 



Resources - ' - 

Books for Teachers' 

Colemaf|. JCenneth The Ameruan Reiohitton m Georgia Athens. Ga,. University of Georgia Press. 1958 

Coulter. E Merton. 6Vf>f^/j A Short flisiun Chapel tl>lK N C. University of North Carolina Press. 1 960 

Books for Teachers and Students 

Bonner. James^ The Georgia Stotw Oklahoma City HarlOw Publishing^Co , 1958 

Bowen. Catherine Driaker, y^//f/i Adams and The Ameruan Rciolunon N Y C>Tosset and Dunlap.J956 
^Excellent for social history as well as biography ) 

Broun. WallaLC. The Good AmcrudHs The f.oxahsts in ihe Ameruan RevohiUon ^Can be purchased from 
Social Studies School Service. 10.000 Culver Blvd . Culver City. CaHf^0:30) 

F.i>t. Howard, .l^vr/j Y, Bantam Books. 1 962 ( InEnguing novel of LcMiiglon and Concord. ) 

LanLastcr. BniLL* and J. H Plumb, The Ameruan Herifage Book oj fhe Reiolunon. Y Amencan 
/ Heritage. I9S8. (Test in paperback. Dell Books. 1963*) ' ' - / . ' 

i4drUi). ios\.^ph Plomb. Prnufe Yankee Doodle N^Y, Popular Library. 1 963 (Diary of 3 soldier) 

Preston. John Hyde Reyohtnon i "76 N Y. W;tshington Square Press. 1962. (630 Fifth Ave . N\ Y.) 

' t ' ^ 

Pu\lCi\. John. Painofism hi Anwrua N Y Afiiencan Heritage Press. 1971. 

Stiiccr. GcorgL' jnd Hugil Rankin Rebel', and RcJi ttuh N. Y Mentor Books, 195') (501 Madison Ave , 
N. V ) , ■ ' 
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Filmstrips. 
American Revolution - Time^Lifc Inc, 
Harly Colonial Days 
Tile Revt>lj^au}nan War 
The Deihration t}j Independence 



^ Schloat Productions 
50 White Plains R(t, 
I Tarrytown^N, Y, lOS^l 



back^rnund (}j Amt'ruan Rejolunon Social Studies ^c^ool Ser\'tce 
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Primary Source Documents from the Georgia Department of Archives 
Land Map and Deed for Button Gwinneit s Land 

Announcement of Protest Meeting f 1 774) ^ . 

Governor Wright \ Proclamation Forbidding Protest Meetings (1 774) 

Georgia's Provincial. Congress Orders All Trade With Great Britain to Stop / 1775) 

Letter of Explanation Wh> Georgia's Delegates Did Not Attend the First Continental Gongress 

r 

Instructions fop Recmitmg Contmentat Soldiers , 
AdvoftisemenK for Recruiting Loyalists 
Description of Military Life 

Letter From Governor Wright C ominentmg on the Situation m Georgia f I 776) 
Constitution of the State ofGeorgia { I 777) 

Internal Security Act ( 1777) ''An Act for the Expulsion of Internal Enemies'' , 

Record of a Duel Between Gwinnett and Lachlan Mcintosh^ 

Mjp of Revotuiionury Georgia witli a List of Military Activities c 

+ 

The Role ofWoinen m the Revolution ' , 
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1977 Architecture in Revolutionary ^jeorgia ' / 
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